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2011 WOMAN OF THE YEAR NOMINEES 
JENNIFER ADAMS-BROOKS 
President /'Clark Consultants 
Specializes in human resource consulting and executive coaching; chair of 

Friends of the Foundation and the Civil Society Working Group, which encourages 

community problem-solving skills; serves on the board of Governance, 

Strategic Planning and Regional Vision Initiative committees 

BECK BAMBERGER 
Founder/CEO ii BAM Communications 
In charge of a full-service PR and marketing firm as well as founder of Bite 

San Diego, a food walking-tour company; marketing instructor at Fashion Institute 

of Design & Merchandising; Emmy-winner for her TV show, "Next 500" 

CATHRYN BEEKS 
Entertainment Coordinator ii Listen Local SD 
Radio host for 102.1 KPRi; advocate of aspiring musicians; organizes concerts 

in all musical genres and age groups; organizer of both Chick Camp, a 

girls' songwriting event at Lake Jennings, and Songwriter Sleepover, a camp 
for men and women; created the all-girl band, Groove Kitties 

ANN BERCHTOLD 
Co-Founder/Executive Director //ART SAN DIEGO 
Contemporary Art Fair 
Creates annual Contemporary Art Fair, which showcases over 50 international 

galleries, over 500 international and local artists, and numerous arts 

organizations in collaborative programming; Art Fair also hosts Urban Land 

Institute conference, and Mayor's Forum on cultural development strategies 

HOLLY BERKLEY 
Owner ii Holly Berkley Consulting 
Author of several popular business marketing books; helps small businesses 

and nonprofits use the Internet and social media to meet goals; works with 

San Diego Rescue Mission to grow their online influence and help more 

homeless 

JANET BERONIO 
Senior Vice President & General Manager //Harrah's Rincon Casino 
Leads the company in charitable giving, sponsorship, and environmental 

sustainability, ushering in dozens of awards including two AAA FourDiamond 

Awards and 189 Casino Player Magazine "Best Of" awards; chairwomen 

of the Caesars Foundation 

KIMBERLY BOND 
CEO //Mental Health Systems 
Advocates for clients; implemented the William R. Mead Training Academy, 

which trains substance-abuse therapists and counselors; participates on 

committees to help shape Systems of Care to meet needs of families 

JENNIFER BORBA VON STAUFFENBERG 
President /'Olive PR Solutions 
Dedicated to raising the awareness of San Diego's thriving arts community 

through her work; represents clients who make a significant positive impact, 
including Susan G. Komen for the Cure, Alliance Healthcare Foundation, and 

ART SAN DIEGO Contemporary Art Fair; committed to the nonprofit Feeding 
the Soul Foundation 

SHELLY BOWEN 
Founder ,/Pybop, LLC 
After success at Intuit and RealAge, founded Pybop, a Web content strategy 

consultancy which helps businesses share their brand stories more effectively; 
volunteers for I Love a Clean San Diego and SD/PEN; founded San 

Diego Interactive Content Professionals to connect creative entrepreneurs 

ANGELA BRANNON 
Executive Director/Co-founder //It's All About The Kids 
Created numerous programs to motivate and improve the lives of hundreds 
of kids, including an art program and financial literacy program, which help 

kids succeed; collected more than 1,200 toys for more than 13 charities during 

the holidays 

VANESSA BRICE 
Environmental Planner//HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc. 
Director of annual Expanding Your Horizons Conference workshop, jobshadowing 

and career day presentations for high school students; member 

of HELIX Health & Wellness and HELIX Volunteers committees, establishing 

programs to promote a healthier workplace and community stewardship; 

active in the Association of Environmental Professionals San Diego chapter 

JANICE BROWN 
Founder/Senior Partner /'Brown Law Group 
Board member of San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation; 

lifetime member of the NAACP, past president of the Earl B. Gilliam 

Bar Association and Chair of the Training Committee; member of the National 

Association of Women and Minority Owned Law Firms (NAMWOLF); 

committed to promoting diversity within the legal profession 

LINDA BYERLINE 
Founder//Happy Heinys 
Expert in the reusable cloth diaper industry; educates parents and pregnant 

women about the choices they have in raising their babies; expanded cloth 

diaper line to include Micro Mini Stages for premature babies with plans to 

integrate product into NICUs across the world 

LINDA CABALLERO SOTELO 
President/Chief Operating Officer //Toltec Media 
Promotes the advancement of women; former CEO of the SD Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce; president of the Latina Business Women Association; 

co-founder of Latinas in Business Foundation; marketing, arts and 

Hispanic topics expert; volunteers with Casa Familiar, Girl Scouts, and AIU 

trustee; awarded NAWBO Advocate 

of the Year 

STACEY CANFIELD 
Co-owner //Visual Photography 
Founder of FACE Program, which recognizes the top 30 academic scholars 

of the Poway Unified School District; underwrites the Bronco Ambassador 

Program to support students who mentor children; author of The Soul Sitter, 

a book and Web site to comfort those facing loss through death 

KRISTIN CARROLL 
Vice President, Media + Marketing //The Active Network, Inc. 
Helped lead the company through its IPO and listing on the NYSE; manages 

sales and marketing for Active.com, ranked among the Top 15 Sports 

Sites on the Web; passionate about the development of healthy kids; volunteers 

for Girls on the Run and Challenged Athletes Foundation 

DR. FIONA CHATWIN 
Founder/Executive Director //Villa Musica 
Created Villa Musica, a nonprofit community music center, where San 

Diegans participate in music education programs, individual lessons, community 

ensembles, specialized workshops, and neurologic music therapy; 

dedicates significant time to developing outreach programs for local 

schools, senior centers, libraries, and for at-risk youth to offset the absence 

of curriculum-based music education 

ASHLEY CONSTANS 
Director of Operations //Redfearn & Associates 
Produces inspirational events for nonprofit organizations including the 

American Cancer Society, the Alzheimer's Association, Kawasaki's Disease 

Foundation, and many others; serves on various committees including 

Promises2Kids, The Foundation of the Children of the Californias, the Burn 

Institute 

KARA DEFRIAS 
Sr. Web Writer & Innovation Catalyst //Intuit 
Produces TEDxIntuit, an out-of-the-box way to inspire employee engagement 

at Intuit in the spirit of TED's mission: "ideas worth spreading"; supports 

philanthropic causes including UCSD Moores Cancer Center and 

Team Rubicon, an L.A.-based nonprofit with veterans supporting humanitarian 

aid initiatives worldwide 

CATH DESTEFANO 
Executive Director //San Diego Diplomacy Council 
Creates opportunities for women to become engaged global citizens; 

champions programs to promote citizen diplomacy through the exchange 

of cultural ideas and values between foreign visitors and local organizations; 

initiated an International Breakfast for the City of San Diego as chair of the 

International Affairs Board 
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Founder/President ii NuttZo brand 
Pioneer in the nut butter world; created NuttZo, 

an organic Omega-3 seven nut and seed 

butter; advocates for educating local consumers 

on making healthy lifestyle choices through 

demonstrations; creator of Project Left Behind, a 

nonprofit for children in orphanages that receives 

donations from NuttZo's profits 

AUDREY DOHERTY 
Principal /'Chemistry PR 
Expert in strategic planning, marketing, promotions, 

and special events; serves as the executive 

director of the San Diego Building Owners and 

Managers Association; on board of directors for 

the Center for Community Solutions, a foundation 

for domestic violence prevention; provides 

pro bono PR services for Chef Showdown, Tea 

on the Town, and Dress for Success 

KIMBERLY DOTSETH 
Broker/Owner/'Green Box Homes 
Owns Green Box Homes, a San Diego boutique 

brokerage representing residential properties in 

the county; donates 15 percent of commission to 

charities; driver for Meals-on-Wheels; sits on the 

advisory board for the local Meals-on-Wheels 

chapter; deeply dedicated to protecting animals 

LISA DRUXMAN 
Founder //Stroller Strides 
Created Stroller Strides, a total fitness program 

that moms can do with their babies; developed 

the LUNA Moms Club, an outlet where moms can 

connect; hosts Mamafest where 100 percent of the 

proceeds are donated to Postpartum Health Alliance; 

released a book, DVD, and a stroller 

SILVIA DUBOVOY 
General Director//Montessori Institute 
of San Diego 
Mentors and trains countless early-childhood 

education teachers, school administrators, and 

leaders in San Diego, Tijuana, BO., and worldwide; 

started the first Montessori Graduate Program 

at the University of San Diego; founding 

board member of Town and Gown for UCSD, 

an organization that gives scholarships to UCSD 

students: supports several local museums 

LIZ EDWARDS 
Director /'San Diego Spirits Festival 
Has become the go-to liaison between the city 

and the spirits industry; single-handedly created 

the San Diego Spirits Festival; donates all proceeds 

from events to various charities within the culinary 

area, including USBG, AIWF, and Chef de Cuisine 

Association 

LAURIE EDWARDS TATE 
President/CEO ii At Your Home Familycare 
Advocate for proper elderly in-home care; serves 

as Honorary CEO against MS for the National MS 

Society, Pacific South Coast chapter; columnist 

for Communities at Washington Times; supports 

Parkinson's Disease Association, Meals-OnWheels, 

the Aging and Independence Services 

Caregiver Coalition, and other organizations 

LENA EVANS 
President & CEO //Jade Phoenix 
Philanthropist who mentors young women to 

become educated and empowered; supports 

Rady Children's Hospital, The Old Globe Theatre, 

San Diego Symphony, Fashion Group International, 

Got Your Back Network; spearheaded 

San Diego's Men Against Breast Cancer launch 

LAURA FARMER SHERMAN 

AND SANDY RABOURNE 

Executive Director/Development Director 

/'Susan G. Komen for the Cure, San Diego 

Breast cancer survivors and activists who took 

their pain and shifted it into a powerful force 

with the Susan G. Komen foundation; raised 

more than $10 million for local organizations 

that provide breast cancer education, screening, 

and treatment for those in need 

MARYE ANNE FOX 

Chancellor //UC San Diego 

Established new research ventures and 

partnerships, completed successful $1 billion 

fundraising campaign, achieved $1 billion in 

sponsored research, initiated $3.5 billion in 

capital improvement projects, expanded internationally-renowned 

academic programs; led 

Volunteer50 program to 50,000-plus hours of 

community service 

ALLISON GILL 

Human Interactions Component Chair // 

Department of Veteran Affairs 

A veteran herself, she serves as the chair of the 

Human Interactions Component team to help 

insure patient-centered care; represents San 

Diego at the national Patient Centered Care 

conference; raised more than $10,000 for charities 

such as the San Diego AIDS Walk and the 

Susan G. Komen foundation; on committees to 

help female veterans access health care 

VALLIE GILLEY 

Owner //Jitters Coffee Pub 

Entrepreneur who founded Feeding the Soul 

Foundation, which promotes concerts for 

causes; donated more than $30,000 to feed the 

hungry, empower young women through music, 

promote environmental responsibility, and 

free slaves around the world 

JENNIFER GILMORE 

Executive Director //Feeding America 

Leads Feeding American San Diego to distribute 

16 million pounds of food yearly; created 

the Mobile Pantry program, which delivers 

more than 2 million pounds of food annually 

to rural areas of San Diego; mentors women 

and children to understand the importance of 

health and wellness 

VIVIAN GLYCK 

Founder //Just Like My Child 

Foundation, Inc. 

Founded organization after learning about the 

extreme number of children dying from malaria 

and being orphaned by the AIDS epidemic; 

has successfully helped hundreds of families in 

central Uganda take charge of their own future 

through better access to quality health care, 

education, and micro-enterprise; honored with 

Women of Peace award in 2008 

MELANI GORDON 

Founder/CEO //gWave 

Consulting/TapHunter 

Role model as an online media correspondent, 

columnist, and professional speaker; youngest 

member of San Diego's Rotary Club 33; leader 

of the San Diego Beer Week planning committee; 

mentor through the Young Professionals 

of Women's Global Network 
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ANA GRAMLING 
Realtor //Ana Gramling: Real Living Lifestyles 
Mentors agents on how to be successful in real 

estate; life coach to entrepreneurial women 

primarily in start-up businesses; volunteers for 

various charities including Meals-on-Wheels and 

the Madres, a Padres organization that supports 
youth baseball/softball; also serves as president 

of the Homeowner's Association 

FELENA HANSON 
CEO //Hera Hub 
Created Hera Hub, a co-working space for 

entrepreneurial women who need flexible, costeffective 

office space, that creates a serene environment 

with its spa-like atmosphere; developed 

the educational program Art Meets Fashion, 

which gets local teens involved in the arts 

CELESTE HILLING 
President/CEO //Skin Authority 
Founder of Carlsbad-based Skin Authority, one 

of the fastest growing skin care lines in North 

America; vice president of the board of directors 

for the New Children's Museum, founding board 

member of DOCS (Doctors Offering Charitable 

Services) and 2009 recipient of the Spirit of Giving 

Award from the Beach & Country Guild 

BIANCA JAIME 
Owner/Tour Guide //So Diego Tours 
Self-starter who revolutionized touring in San 

Diego; determined to promote local business 

and set a new standard for tours; member of the 

Gaslamp Quarter Association, sponsor of Taste 

of Gaslamp to help preserve the rich cultural history 

of the area 

ALICE JEFFERSON 
Executive Director//Diamond Literary 
Festival 
Advocates for the literacy of young people after 

working in San Diego schools for more than 25 

years; leader of her church's women's ministry; 

co-founded the Diamond Literary Festival of San 

Diego, aimed at bringing attention to the need for 

literacy among young people 

RACHEL JENSEN 
Class Action Consumer Fraud and 
Securities Litigator //Robbins Geller 
Rudman & Dowd LLP 
Powerhouse lawyer who also founded Girls Think 

Tank, a local nonprofit organization, which advances 

basic human dignity through activism and 

advocacy; shows remarkable leadership in spearheading 

GTT's efforts to help the homeless such 
as getting the city of San Diego to purchase 24/7 

bathrooms downtown 

DONNA JONES 
Partner // Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton LLP 
Involved with San Diego's land use and coastal 

issues; treasurer and director of San Diego's 

Centre City Development Corporation, vice chair 

of the Public Policy Committee and member of 

the board of directors of the San Diego Regional 

Chamber of Commerce 

DR. DIVYA KAKAIYA 
Founder/Clinical Director //Healthy Within 
Founded the only eating disorder prevention program 

in San Diego; presents 50 to 60 prevention 

events each year with emphasis on creating strong 

girls and leaders; launched a full-scale program 

called Full Of Ourselves; president of SDNari, a 

global women's organization with roots in the 

South Asian community 

MICHELE KASSA 
Senior Marketing Manager//Intuit 
Impactful force at Intuit; dedicated leader of 

Toys for Joy, an annual event held by the Rock 

Church during the Christmas season; interpreter 

to the deaf at Sunday services 

DR. SUSAN KAWESKI 
Owner //Aesthetic Arts Institute 
of Plastic Surgery 
Served as president of the San Diego County 

Medical Society, representing more than 3,000 

physicians; sits on the board of the Right Care 

Initiative program to improve patient outcomes; 

chairman of the Women's Plastic Surgery group; 

introduced the Healthier Living program to help 

patients with chronic disease maintain healthier 

living habits 

CHERYL KILMER 
CEO //TERI, Inc. 
Champion for the special needs community 

whose passion is contagious; her programs are 

modeled globally; currently building the Charles 

R. Cono Campus for Life Quality, a university-like 

campus dedicated to individuals with developmental 

disabilities 

MARY E. KIRBY 
Director //Fleet and Family Support Center 
One of the youngest FFSC directors in history; 

runs an ad organization that promotes sailor and 
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"I have been impressed with 
the quality and quantity of successful 

women in San Diego." —Theresa 
Drew 

family resiliency; promotes and aids the USO and 

United Through Reading; oversees integration 

with charitable organizations in San Diego to 

support all military personnel, reservists, retirees, 

and their families 

DEBORAH KLOCHKO 
Director ii Museum of Photographic Arts 
Thoughtful leader dedicated to MOPA and 

fundraising for visitor-centric projects; joins together 

with other local nonprofits in San Diego, 

including the multi-ethnic and multi-lingual audiences; 

chairwoman of the Balboa Park Online 

Collaborative 

LINDA LATTIMORE 
Founder/President //Women's Global 
Network 
Successful international corporate attorney; 

founded Women's Global Network, a professional 

women's networking organization in six cities; 

assists local groups such as Center for Creative 

Leadership, Dress for Success, USD Center for 

Peace and Commerce, and Women's Empowerment 

International 

NANCY LATURNO BOJANIC 
Founding Executive Director // 
Mainly Mozart 
Role model and arts leader who introduces 

30,000 children yearly, on both sides of the 

border, to classical music; has developed Mainly 

Mozart and its annual festival into a major community/tourist 

destination and home for the 

world's leading musicians 

MICHELLE LERACH 
Owner //Cups La Jolla 
Food activist who works tirelessly through her 

certified organic bakery, teaching kitchen, and 

community work to bring awareness to organic 

living and sustainability; creating a systematic 

basic sustainable farming education program 

with plans to launch nationwide; working on a 

community garden in La Jolla where local school 

kids will come to learn about sustainable farming; 

started Cooking With Love at the Ronald 

McDonald House 

COURTNEY LIDDY 
Senior Vice President-Investments/ 
Financial Advisor//Merrill Lynch Wealth 
Management 
Serves as a leader and mentor in company; 

speaks nationally for Merrill Lynch's Professional 

Development Program; participates in San Diego 

Regional Economic Development Corporation 

and its Next Gen committee for the development 

of young leaders 

DR. SUSAN LITTLE 
Professor of Medicine/Director ii 
Acute Infection and Early Disease Research 
Program (UCSD) 
Developed and helms one of the leading and 

most productive National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID)-sponsored programs 

in the U.S. for identification and treatment of 

individuals with acute and recent HIV-1 infection; 

directs the Central San Diego Lead the Way 

Community HIV Testing Campaign 

TARYN LOMAS 
Vice President of Strategic Accounts // 
Underground Elephant 
Robust team member responsible for generating 

more than 50 percent of the daily revenue for the 

company; leads the company's charitable contributions 

with San Diego Humane Society and 

American Red Cross; mentors college students in 

Underground Elephant's internship program 

LYNELLE LYNCH 
President/Owner //Bellus Academy 
Revolutionized beauty education; ambassador 
and educational leader for the Cut It Out 

program that teaches beauty professionals to 

recognize domestic violence; chairman of the 

Beauty Changes Lives nonprofit that changes 

the perception of beauty and wellness careers 

JANE MACK-BAKER 
Vice President, Employee Relations // 
Qualcomm 
Serves on the board of Promises 2 Kids, 
dedicated to the abused children of San Diego; 

created Qualcomm Summer on the Lawn, a 

summer series with employees providing 

musical performances; founded a mentorship 

program where senior women in the company 
assist future leaders 

ALLISON MASLAN 
Founder/President//Blast Off! Business 
and Life Mentoring 
Helps thousands of people find fulfillment in 

their careers and life by teaching them to build 

successful businesses; works closely with Rady 

Children's Hospital fundraising; donates proceeds 

from her best-selling book to Dress For Success 
and Habitat for Humanity, which she and her 

husband build houses for in Mexico 

NICOLE MATTHEWS 
Principal/Founder //The Henley Company 
Personal concierge specializing in event, travel and 

lifestyle experiences; committed to helping clients 

to enjoy more recess in their lives; professor of 

Event Management; past-president of the International 

Special Events Society 

VERONICA MAY 
Music Therapist //Coast Music Therapy 
Works with special needs children through music 

therapy; created and directed the Clairemont 
High School Glee Club this year; dedicated to 

equal rights in the LGBT community and donates 

time to PRIDE, fundraisers for AIDS, and benefit 

concerts for Resounding Joy 

LAUREL MCFARLANE 
Founder/CEO //McFarlane Promotions 
Drives leading San Diego event production, 

marketing, and public relations company that 

has elevated city as a premier destination; supports 

nonprofits including Monarch Schools, 

La Jolla Historical Society, Downtown San Diego 

Partnership, and Gaslamp Quarter Historical 

Foundation; coordinates special events such as 

Mardi Gras in the Gaslamp, ShamROCK, Monster 

Bash, La Jolla Motor Car Classic, Fifth Avenue 

Auto Showcase, and "Taste Of events 

MICHELLE METTER 
Partner//Fast Forward Event Productions 
Co-owner of award-winning national event 

management agency that produces world-class 

events such as the San Diego Bay Wine & Food 

Festival, which has positively impacted the San 

Diego tourism industry and helped raise close 

to $200,000 in scholarship funds for students 

studying the culinary and enology arts 

PATTY MOONEY 
CEO //Crystal Pyramid Productions 
Produces award-winning videos since 1981 for 

television broadcast and corporations; gives 

substantial discounts to nonprofits such as RADD 

and Girls Think Tank; produced multiple-awardwinning 

documentary The Invisible Ones: Homeless 

Combat Veterans pro bono with all proceeds 

going to Veterans Village of San Diego 

MICHAELA MORYSKOVA 
Designer/Owner //Skova Soul 
Designer dedicated to helping women in business; 

leads empowerment seminars in her store; 

involved with a charity in Costa Rica to provide 

food and supplies to orphans; a portion of her 

Think Pink collection sales is donated to breast 

cancer research 

GLADYS O'MAHONY 
Area Director of Sales and Marketing ii 
Starwood Hotels and Resorts 
Key leader and mentor within company; strong 

role in all Starwood's programs including beach 

clean-ups, fundraisers for Rady Children's Hospital 

literacy drives, and dog walks; awarded Sales 

Leader of the Year for Starwood Hotels and 

Resorts this year 
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